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The text has been wntten, the art for
the PowezPomt presentation , chosen, ,
public pronouncements made hands
shaken, fateyvells exchanged: ::

The pursuxt by more than }00 Sxoum
Cityans " "'to hgve .the' 'clty'd'
downtown/riverfront ‘named- one of
Iowa’s three Great Places reached a cli-
max Wednesday, ' when three Great
Places Citizens Adv:sory Board mem-
bers came to observe first-hand the
city’s presentation.

They heard that Sioux Clty, “a cow
town with an opera house,” is ready to
jump ahead on several major projects,
building on a history tied to the stock-

at Places pnogram would
fundmg to the proposal, but

,,,,,,

also pn:ovndc the experuse of up to 19

State agencnes. ;

. First with & 25-minute PowerPoint
resﬁnhnon y Briar Cliff University
,;_dent ev harton . and local archi-

Great Place? ‘Cow town with an opera house’

ddesigner Nathan Kalaher, fol-

'Iowed By a35-minute tour of the down-

town places referenced, the plan that

- would cost $75 million was laid out be-

fore 130 observers in the Orpheum
Theatre.

The first slide on the screen for the
time preceding the event kickoff was
far from subtle, reading simply,
“Downtown Sioux City, a great place.”

“By becoming an Iowa Great Place,

our success will be dramatically accel-
erat&d al e work together
how residents, visitors and thy of
beyond see, feel and think abou oux
City,”Kalaher said..

The progosal began with'a’ p‘fof
recent additions ‘to the downtown .and
riverfronit, incliding the $12 -million
Orpheum restoration, $11 milliog” Mlr
. Tym Marina on'the Missouri River and
$3.5 million Lewis and Clark Interpre-
tive Center. -

That was the launching point for
Wharton, who described the five ele-
ments of the plan — improvements on
the front door of the city on the river-
front, the Stockyards, Floyd Boulevard

SEE DECISION
continued on page A3

Great Places board member Claire Celsi is interviewed in downtown Sioux City
after hearing the proposal to have the dowtown/riverfront named as one of three
lowa Great Places. (Staff photo by Jerry Mennenga)
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Decision
from page I

Local: Foods Market,, Fourth
Street ' (not' ‘iimifed to Historic
Fourth Street) and creation of
the Sioux City School of Archi-
tecture.

The “riverfront is emerging as
one of Sioux City’s crown jewels,
a tourism magnet already thriving
with recreational, cultural and
historic attractions, and poised to
deliver much, much more,”
Wharton said. “The once under-
utilized resource is drawing tens
of thousands of people to its
banks for year-round activities
that celebrate Sioux City’s her-
itage, diversity and zest for liv-
mg.’9

A key point of the front door
improvements would be creation
of a “signature bridge” that
would directly link downtown to
the river, Wharton said. For about
$l 5 million, an eye-pleasing

je with terra cotta elements

d, she said, “open access to

the nverfront to pedestrians and
vehicles.”

All the dowrtown/riverfront
components would cost about
$225 million through 2012, al-
though $30 million for the Gor-
don Drive Viaduct renovation

A week ago, in ngmg}the
Journal’s editori b(‘)a,vrd1

fiya

Sxoux C

and $120 million for the Inter-
state 29 exits reconstruction is al-
ready planned by the Iowa De-
partment of Transportation. Tak-
ing that state money out of the
equation, about $75 million
would cover the other portions of
the plan. $35
e top pricetag goes to a

million Stockyards renovation,
which would take a channel that
now is “concrete, weeds and a
trickle of water,” Wharton said,
and create a vibrant, open area
with trails, waterway, pedestrian
bridges and tﬁtehrll)reuve ark
summarizing S

yards. With old stock pens bemg

cleared out” and “Home" Depot
building "a store in the Stock-
yards, ‘the “historic area now .in
the process of rebirth” would get
another boost, she said.

The Sioux City Great Places
plan would be paid for with a
combination of public and private
funding and most of the portions
could proceed in 2006 and 2007,
Kalaher said. Where possible,
terra cotta architecture would be
emtgloyed to tie the downtown to-

ether with a common visual
brand, he said.

Summarizing the proposal,
Kalaher said, :'We are committed
to this plan. But with your help
this plan can become a reality in
a shortened time period. It is not

Board to make Great

so much a question of ‘Can Sioux
City accomplish this plan?’ as
much as it is a question of “When
will Sioux City accomplish this
plan?’ Whether or not we are des-
tﬁ:ated as an Iowa Great.Place,
lan will proceed to connect
developmg parts into a trans-
forming whole.”

The board will pick three Great
Places on Oct. 3. The Sioux City

an drew positive comments

m Jowa House Speaker
Christopher Rants of Sioux City
and city manager Paul Eckert as
they exited the venue.

Also in the theatre was Gene
McNaughton, who worked 35
years in the stockyards before
now serving as a “jack-of-all-
trades” in the Orpheum. Mc-
Naughton said “the Sioux City
Stockyards was ’it’ at one time in
Sioux City,” so he liked inclusion
of a yards renovation in the Great
Places plan.

He said portions like restoring
the Hose HAouse in the yartg.lsﬂ:s
important. A reworking of the
yard with green spaces, trails and
such, McNaughton said, would
honor history of the yards, yet
move itahead.

Note: The Journal Web site
contains a link (www.siouxci-
tyjournal.com/great.places) to
view the Great Places presenta-
tion in its entirety. ‘

form area. Hanafan wasn’t . i
sure the selected projects
would be broken down that

W*H’ P

e said the present'at:on of
a small-town projéc iz;
differ in polish from thd
soming from a Iarger me

ajéct m




, but Celsi said he
‘tlgere asa has;,
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#2246 | Great Places proposal costs

a $120 million Inlersiate 29 reworking and $30 million
renovation of the Gordon Drive Viaduct, the Sioux
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£1.3 million: Enhance the Floyd Boulevard Local Foods Market
$250,000: Hose House restoration in the Stockyards
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Members of the Great Places lowa board talk amongglnemselves and day moming, outside the Martin Luther King Jr. Transportation Center
with representatives of the Sioux City Great Places mittee Wednes-  after completing a tour of the area. (Staff photo by Jerry Mennenga)






